October 30, 2011

Dear Sisters and JTrothers,

NEXT WEEK

As I announced in church on Sunday, Bishop Shannon Nov. 6th 1s the 1st Sunday of the
Johnston will be with us for worship on Sunday, De- month. Please remember

cember 11th. When the Bishop is with us, it is a special .
time and an occasion for various rites to occur. Below the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank

is a description of the various rites which can happen n your grocery shopping and bring

during an episcopal visitation. If you would like to
know more about one of them or feel that one might be can g oods to church.

appropriate for you, please speak with me so we can
discuss preparation.

[Taken from the diocesan website]
I. Sequence and Interrelationship

Since "Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the
Holy Spirit into Christ's , the Church (Book of Common
Prayer, p. 298)," every baptized person is welcome to
receive Holy Communion. The normal sequence, there-
fore, in the administration of the Initiatory Rites is Holy

Baptism, Holy Communion, and Confirmation.
LAST WEEK’S VITALS
While Baptism is the rite that welcomes the initiate into TITHES & GIFTS
Communion with God in Christ, Confirmation is the
means whereby the mature Christian reaffirms his/her 1. Last Sunday's attendance: 85
Baptismal Vows, makes a personal commitment to Je- 2. Report of Offering - Sunday, 10/23/11:
sus Christ as Lord and Saviour and covenants to share
actively in the Church's mission. This mission is clearly
defined in the biblical imperative, "Go into all the world Pledge $2,268.00
and preach the Gospel to the whole creation (Mark Gifts & Plate 241.66
16:15 RSV)” BUIIdIng Fund 25.00
Rent - Church Bldg. 40.00
. Flower Fund 35.00
I1. Holy Baptism Breakfast Ministry 62.00
A. The prerequisites for Holy Baptism are as follows: Diocesan Aid _1,327.37
1. For. an infant: the expressed desire of the parent(s) or Total § 3.999.03
guardian(s).
(Continued on page 3)
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Please NOTE:

The Prayer Request Box in the chapel is
checked regularly and prayer is offered for
any requests that are present.

Prayer List

Please pray for:

o Patricia Benjamin

e Joe Cochran and family as they journey
through seminary.

Lay Ministers Scheduled:

Sunday, October 30, 2011

Lectors: Fred Schmidt; Helen Plaisance
Intercessor: Stephanie Commander
Chalice Bearers: Kendra Hamilton; Cheryl Kasper

Altar Guild: Shirley Thompson; Jane Meniktos;
Susan Fleischmann

Acolyte: Kevin Barnard

Ushers: Gretchen Ellis; Jay Schlothauer
Counter: Jenny Holmes

Home Communion: Stephanie Commander
Greeter: Gloria Johnson

Hospitality Hour: Pot Luck

If you are unable to serve, please get a substitute.




(Continued from page 1)

2. For a pre-adolescent child: his/her own expressed
desire, along with the consent of the parent(s) or
guardian(s).

3. For an adolescent young person or adult: his/her
own expressed desire.

In all three of these situations for the person(s) ex-
pressing the desire for Holy Baptism there should be
an appropriate program of catechetical instruction
before the administration of this Sacrament, and there
should be participation in the regular Christian educa-
tion program of the Church, following the Baptism.

B. Discipline for the Administration of Holy Bap-
tism

The Episcopal Church recognizes the universality of
Christian baptism regardless of the method of admin-
istration, the age of the recipient or the denomination
of the officiant, provided that it be administered with
water in the Name of the Trinity. If these basic re-
quirements have been met, the rite may not be repeat-
ed since rebaptism calls into question the certainty of
God's promise and indicates as well a lack of respect
for other denominations within the Body of Christ.
Since advance preparation is of primary importance,
clergy, as a matter of pastoral judgement, may deny
or defer the Sacrament of Holy Baptism in the case of
any who will not consent to counseling and instruc-
tion or who have no intent of entering into the full life
of the worshiping community or who for valid rea-
sons have previously been refused the rite by another
member of the clergy.

Since the baptismal rite is intended to be adminis-
tered during a principal service of worship in the
presence of the congregation where the candidate will
become a participating member, private Baptism,
whether at church or at home, is discouraged except
where there are extenuating circumstances. We en-
courage Baptism in the congregation where the per-
son and/or family will be active. Sensitive pastoral
insight will be required in circumstances where, for
legitimate reason, the Baptism may take place in a
congregation other than the local community, and the
clergy involved should not overlook this opportunity
to convey the true meaning of Baptism as initiation

not only into the universal church, but also into a IO
cal community of worshipping and witnessing Chris-
tians.

As indicated in the Book of Common Prayer (p. 312),
it is appropriate that whenever possible Holy Baptism
be administered at the Bishop's visitation, on the Day
of Pentecost, All Saints' Day or the Sunday after All
Saints' Day, on the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord
(the first Sunday after Epiphany) and at the Easter
Vigil, an occasion especially suited for the baptism of
adults. While it is recommended that a priest of the
parish perform the actual Baptism, the Bishop, when
present, will offer the prayer for the sustaining gifts
of the Holy Spirit (p. 308) on behalf of the candidates
and also seal them individually in accordance with
the action specified in the following rubric. When
those baptized are adults or young persons who can
speak for themselves, and are sealed by the Bishop,
those persons are not subsequently confirmed, re-
ceived, or presented for reaffirmation. They are to be
listed as communicants in the Register.

All uses involving Chrism must be determined in ad-
vance by the Priest in consultation with the Bishop.
It is very appropriate on the occasion of the Bishop's
visitation that the Baptism, Laying on of Hands and
the Eucharist be combined.

III1. Reception of Holy Communion

Baptized children may receive Holy Communion
when accompanied by a parent or sponsor able to as-
sist the child in discernment of the Lord's presence in
a manner appropriate to the child. Before reception of
the Sacrament, a concurrent program of instruction
should be provided for families with young children.
This instruction should include appropriate factual
information, but more importantly the meaning of the
Sacrament presented in a manner so that children
may grasp the meaning.

Since there is no determinant age for admission to the
Holy Communion, the decision in each situation must
best be reached by parents and child(ren) in consulta-
tion with the parish clergy. Care should be taken not
to establish a set or minimum age, however, lest ad-
mission to the Lord's Table become merely "the thing

(Continued on page 4
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to do," as the rite of Confirmation was in the past to
the sixth and seventh grader.

It is, moreover, the policy of the Diocese of Virginia
to permit the admission of young people to the Holy
Communion for the following reasons:

1. The Holy Communion is God's "free gift" whose
reception is not dependent upon one's intellectual
understanding, but rather on the discernment of
faith within the community of faith. That discern-
ment takes different forms appropriate to a per-
son's age.

Some parents are desirous that their children at an
early age share fully in the Eucharistic fellow-
ship.

Regular reception of the Holy Communion will
enhance the younger child's growing awareness
of his or her participation in the Christian com-
munity and of the abundance of God's nourishing
love. Indiscriminate reception of the Sacrament
by very young children, with no preparation,
however, should be avoided. Parents and clergy
together should determine the appropriate prepa-
ration and oversee the child's participation in the
liturgy.

Letters of transfer should clearly indicate when
baptized persons, not confirmed, have been accus-
tomed to receiving the Holy Communion. By the
same token, children who have been properly admit-
ted to the Holy Communion elsewhere are entitled to
receive the sacrament in any Episcopal Church in the
Diocese of Virginia.

IV. Confirmation, Reception and Reaffirmation of
Baptismal Vows

In accordance with the Book of Common Prayer,
there are three episcopal rites which are properly des-
ignated as the "Laying on of Hands."

In the Bishop, by virtue of his office, resides the full-
ess of ministry, responsibility and authority commit-
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ted by Christ to his Church. The Bishop, is, thereford
the guardian of truth, custodian of the sacraments and
symbol of unity. Since the Bishop acts for the one,
holy, catholic and apostolic Church, it is proper that
candidates presented for confirmation, reception and

reaffirmation receive the episcopal laying on of
hands.

Only those persons who have been baptized with wa-
ter in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit may be presented for confirmation, reception
and reaffirmation. The minister preparing candidates
for the laying on of hands is responsible for ascertain-
ing that each of them has been properly baptized. The
minister or catechist in charge of instructing candi-
dates for the Laying on of Hands is expected to clari-
fy the three specific purposes of confirmation, recep-
tion and reaffirmation and to determine which of the-
se rites would be most appropriate for each person
desiring to be presented to the Bishop. It is the cus-
tom in the Diocese of Virginia to use the episcopal
laying on of hands for all three rites of confirmation,
reception and reaffirmation.

A. Confirmation
Those who were baptized as infants and who for the

first time wish as mature adults to commit themselves

to Christ and to renew their Baptismal Vows will re-
ceive the episcopal laying on of hands for confirma-
tion.

Those confirmed as infants in the Greek or other
Eastern Orthodox Churches, who desire as mature
persons to assume the obligations of their baptismal
vows will be presented for confirmation.

Those persons who have been baptized as adults in
the Episcopal Church and who later wish to renew
their baptismal vows before the congregation will be
presented, not for confirmation, but for reaffirmation.

In recent time, it has been customary to present
young people for confirmation at an age that has been
used historically to mark the division between child-
hood and the taking on of the increasing responsibili-
(Continued on page 0,
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All Saints’ Day & the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed

pal Church
celebrates All
Samts’ Day each
year on November
1, and celebrates
the Commemora- |
tion of All Faith-
ful Departed
(sometimes called
AllSouls’Day) §
on November 2.

principal feasts of

the church year,

and 15 one of the

four feast days recommended for Holy Baptism.

Although scholars disagree as to the exact ongms of All
Samts’ Day, the first recorded celebration of the festival
of All Saints was in 610 when Pope Boniface IV conse-
crated the Pantheon in Rome to the Blessed Virgm and all
the martyrs. However, some believe the celebration of All
Samts began as the ancient pagan Feast of the Lemures,
celebrated on May 13, to appease malevolent and rest-
less spints of the dead. During the eighth century, Pope
Gregory III suppressed the feast of May 13, and moved
the day of remembrance to November 1.

In the tenth century, November 2, All Souls’ Day, be-
came a holy day as well. All Souls’ Day served as a day
for fasmlies and friends to remember their departed loved
ones. After the Reformation in the sixteenth century, this
day was no longer observed, but in recent years it has
become an optional day of observance on the Episcopal
calendar.

Increasmgly, many congregations within the Episcopal
Church, especially Latino/Hispanic, celebrate the Day of
the Dead (Dia de los Muertos) on November 2 (All Souls’
Day). This Mexican tradition, which can be traced back
to an ancient Aztec festival, bnngs famihes and fnends
together to remember and pray for their loved ones who

B have died. Altars
SRS are often bunlt in
@ people’s homes to
i4j| honor the de-
ld| ceased, decorated
§ with sugar skulls,
candles, man-
golds, and photo-
graphs, along with
the departed’s
favonte foods and
beverages. There
(Ml 15 2 real sense that
i their loved ones
| commune with
M each other on this

Collect for All Saints’ Day
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one
communmion and fellowship in the mystical body of your
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may

come to those ingffable joys that you have prepared for
those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

(Book of Common Prayer, p. 245)

Sugar skulls for Dios de los Mun‘t p by Jennifer Janviere
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ties of adulthood. But our culture no longer recogniz-
es so clear a line of division and instead allows
young people to enter into an extended period of "no-
longer-a-child/not-yet-anadult," during which we see
young people at different paces becoming clearer on
who they are and what they want their values to be. It
seems desirable to consider the end of this period in
young people's lives, rather than the onset of it, as the
appropriate time to offer the opportunity of making
the commitment to faith represented by confirmation.

It is, therefore, important to wait until an age when
the individual may clearly express his/her own desire
to affirm faith. It is during the years from twelve to
sixteen that individuals work out their identity and it
is to be hoped that their life in the community of the
church during that time will have prepared them to
decide to assume mature responsibility for their faith.
It is also at sixteen that young adults are encouraged
to take their responsibility in government of the
church by voting for vestry members (Canon 11,
Section 3).

Individuals do work out their identity at different
paces and different ages, however, and in this cul-
ture, the beginning of this identity crisis is earlier
than twelve years of age. No guidelines will be set by
the Diocese of Virginia for fixing an age for confir-
mation, but clergy, catechists, and parents are urged
to consider the rationale of confirmation being nor-
mative for those of high school years or older. The
entire Christian community needs to be made aware
of their responsibility to lead each young person to
make an individual and mature decision to present
himself/herself to the Bishop for confirmation as di-
rected by the Book of Common Prayer, page 412:

In the course of their Christian development, those
baptized at an early age are expected, when they are
ready and have been duly prepared, to make a mature
public affirmation of their faith and commitment to
the responsibilities of their baptism and to receive the
laying on of hands by the Bishop.

he primary intent of confirmation is to provide one
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the occasion in the presence of the Bishop and the
gathered community, to profess Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour and to invoke God's help through the

Holy Spirit to live as a witnessing Christian in the

world. The Bishop should be assured that those pre-
sented for confirmation have demonstrated a personal
understanding of the Christian faith, have been in-

structed in Christian doctrine and discipline and are
able to make a personal confession of their faith. It is
expected, too, that candidates for confirmation will
be prepared to undertake a disciplined ministry in the
mission of the Church.

B. Reception
All Christians of other denominations who have been
baptized with water and in the name of the Trinity,
who have as adults made a prior affirmation of their
baptismal vows and who wish to be received "into
the fellowship of this Communion," shall be present-
ed to the Bishop for reception. No longer does recep-
tion apply only to those persons coming from the Ro-
man Catholic, Swedish Lutheran and Old Catholic
Churches or from similar bodies.

The Bishop should be assured that candidates for re-
ception possess a personal understanding of the
Christian faith, are able to make a personal confes-
sion of their faith, have been instructed in Christian
doctrine and discipline, and are acquainted with the
ethos, history, and background of the Anglican herit-
age. Each candidate should also be prepared to un-
dertake a disciplined ministry in the mission of the
Church.

Persons desiring to be received into this Church
should be informed about the nature of the Bishop's
office as chief pastor and as symbol of unity. The
catechist should also stress the importance of follow-
ing the Bishop's godly advice and admonitions when
he speaks in accordance with the canons and disci-
pline of the Episcopal Church.

C. Reaffirmation

Baptized persons who have made a mature public

affirmation of faith and who later desire for signifi-

cant reasons to renew their commitment to God be-
(Continued on page §



All Saints Sunday

All Saints Day is traditionally a time to celebrate the living saints in our midst. It has also become a time to re-
member those saints who are a part of the cloud of witnesses but nevertheless whom continue to influence and
enrich our lives today. At Trinity there are a number of ways you can remember the saints in your life (past and
present).

ll Prayer Books $23

We are desperately in need of about 35 new Prayer Books and Hymnals. These books get constant
use and are an invaluable part of our worship at Trinity. A contribution of $23 will purchase a new
Book of Common Prayer and allow for the placement of a book plate on the inside front cover rec-
ognizing the memorial.

1982 Hymnals $23

Every Sunday we enrich our worship with songs from the official hymnal of the Episcopal Church.
We need about 35 new 1982 hymnals in order to have one at every chair in the sanctuary. A contri-
bution of $23 will purchase a new 1982 Hymnal and allow for the placement of a book plate on the
inside front cover recognizing the memorial.

| Chairs $150
Trinity raised over 18,000 dollars this year to purchase new chairs for the sanctuary and chapel.
They add a beautiful new level of warmth and comfort. While we do not need any new sanctuary
N chars memorials are still being accepted and will be used for other items needed in the sanctuary.
A gift of $150 will allow for a memorial plate to be placed on the back of one of the chairs in the
sanctuary or chapel.

The Battle of the Sexes
Has Been Won

Thank you to all who made contributions to the bathroom renovation
fund. As a result of the men of the parish contributing the highest
amount of money, a beautiful clay labyrinth plate will be placed in
the downstairs men’s bathroom. As a result of the women of Trinity

contributing in higher numbers, a beautiful print by Ann Friend Clark

will be placed in the downstairs women’s bathroom.
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fore a bishop and in the presence of the congregation,
shall be presented for Reaffirmation.

Adults who have been baptized by a priest or deacon at
a public celebration of the Sacrament in which a bishop
did not preside are expected at some later time, without
undue delay, to reaffirm their vows before a bishop and
to receive the episcopal laying on of hands.

The Bishop should be assured that all candidates pre-
sented for reaffirmation possess a personal understand-
ing of the Christian faith, have been instructed in basic
Christian doctrine and discipline and are able to make a
personal confession of their faith. Each candidate
should also be prepared to undertake a disciplined min-
istry in the mission of the Church.

The act of reaffirmation implies a decisiveness quite
separate from the affirmation of faith one makes during
corporate worship or in one's daily resolve to follow
hrist.
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This Sunday October 30th is a
fifth Sunday We will have a

Potluck Lunch After worship*

* No Breakfast

The candidate for reaffirmation should, therefore, be
encouraged to take this step only after serious prayer
and self-examination leading to an inner awareness of a
renewed commitment to God. Reaffirmation should not
be registered in the Parish Register, except in circum-
stances where the persons baptized as adults in this
Church without the laying on of hands by a bishop are,
at a later date, presented to the Bishop for reaffirmation
of their vows and for the laying on of hands.

V. Letters of Transfer (" Certificates of Member-
ship" in proposed new Canon)

Letters of transfer ("Certificates of Membership" in
Canon), when issued, are to indicate a "confirmed" sta-
tus for those persons who have been presented for
"reception" and have received the laying on of hands.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Cass



